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Chairman Bob Hillman called the meeting to order. Introductions of
nmenbers were nade and guests were recognized.

Adj ustments were nade to the agenda due to del ays of nenbers getting to
the neeting. My provide public conments today rather than tonorrow
Public was advised that they must sign in prior to public conmmrent

peri od.

Chairman Hi |l man nade a request for nmenbers and guests to sign in and
for updated informati on of phone nunbers and addresses.

OLD BUSI NESS
An apol ogy was made for no typed mnutes of the Septenber Meeting.

Status of YNP/MI Bi son Managenment Pl an/ElS

Wayne Brewster- The goal of the planning process was to develop an EI S
for managenent of bison in Yell owstone that had a duel goal of
protecting a wild free rangi ng bi son popul ati on and address the risk of
transm ssion of brucellosis to cattle and protect the cattle industry
of Montana. The draft EI'S was sent out |ast sunmer for public comrent
whi ch closed | ast Novenber, just a little over a year ago. That draft
had 7 alternatives with a range from and aggressive test and sl aughter
alternative to a m ni mum nanagenent alternative and also a preferred
alternative. During public conrent period, received over 67,000
correspondence w th 200,000 coments on the various aspects of the
alternatives. The conclusion fromthose coments is by in |arge no one
liked the preferred alternative. Also included were severa
alternatives by individuals & groups. Since this spring have been

wor ki ng with Montana and federal agencies to devel op a nodified
preferred alternative based on the public conment, new information, and
concerns rai sed by Montana and federal agencies. Attenpt a nodified
preferred alternative for the final EIS. The federal agencies have
proposed a new alternative that will address the dual goals as well as
the nine objectives that had been agreed upon. Briefly the main

el ements are: involves a nulti staged adaptive managenment program over
a 3 or 4 year period to mininze risk of transm ssion of brucellosis
frombison to cattle, initiates a eradication of brucellosis in the

bi son herd through a vacci nati on program decreases the circunstances
requiring the killing of bison, and naintains a free rangi ng bison
popul ati on. Long term objectives: the parks service along with Mntana
woul d initiate vaccination of bison initially outside of the park and
the park would initiate a vaccination program for bison inside the park
as soon as the safety of the vaccine is known. I|nvolves a |long-term
conmitment of both resources and funding. Wuld involve vaccination of
cattle that are utilizing areas where bison m ght be during the winter.
APHI S must conmit to assist Montana. Has the long-term goal of

eradi cation of brucellois in the bison popul ation. Short Term aspects:
focuses on risk managenent to insure that Montana naintains class free
status acconplished through use of spatial separation, limt on bison
popul ation, limts on nmovenent and distribution, and renoval of sone

bi son under a nodified rule set. Limts the capture, test and sl aughter
to those actions necessary to achi eve objectives. The federal agencies
have reached an inpasse with the State of Montana on the preferred
alternative. Conducted under an MOU. Have notified Montana that they
are wi thdrawi ng from MOU that establishes the joint |ead
responsibilities for preparation of the EIS. Does not nean the end of
the EIS process. It is a procedural step to facilitate conpletion of



the final EIS. WII continue with analysis of the alternatives that
have been proposed. WII go ahead with preparation of the final EIS
for presentation to the public and the decision nmakers to nove this
pl anni ng process to the next stage. Anticipate that will happen
sometine this sumer/fall of 2000. Have copies of the letter sent to
the Governor fromthe federal agency heads as well as a detailed
description of the proposal for distribution

Pat Flowers — How is Montana going to respond? W received it
yesterday. The Governor has been directly involved with negotiations
and at this point is evaluating what Montana's options are.

Bob Hillman — Wthout having a chance to read this there’s not nuch way
we can nmeke realistic conmments to it. W can all say that we are very
di sappointed that it comes to this type of an action on a process
that’'s been very long and arduous.

Ji m Logan- Suggest it be put on as agenda item for tonorrow under new
busi ness after everyone has an opportunity to read it.

Bob Hillman — Wuld be appropriate to put it on the table and revisit
it if there are questions or conments after people have had a chance to
ook at it.

Ll oyd Dorsey — Could Wayne reiterate about proposed vacci nation of
buffal o and whet her or not that was inside the boundaries of YNP

Wayne Brewster — The details are in the letter in the alternative. It
woul d be a staged process as information canme on line. Starting with
cal fhood vacci nation of any calves that were captured in the chutes
either at the park service facility at Stevens Creek or West

Yel | owst one as soon as receive safety information is available. West
Yel | owst one area outside of park has the renote delivery system Does

i nvol ve the vaccination of bison renotely within the park starting with
cal f hood vacci nati on.

Bob Hillman- | assume this is a legal action so would we assumne t hat
there will be a legal renedy to this action?

Wayne Brewster- The MOU was established in the early 80s. That MOU had
a provision that you can term nate the MOU with 30 days notice to the
other party. This has been filed with the court in Helena. It’'s a
procedural step that will change the relationship as joint |ead
agenci es. Does not rule out the continued working with Mntana on

bi son managenent. Felt it was necessary to take this step to
facilitate conpletion of the EIS.

M chael Scott- Need to protect Montana's free status. How does this
pl an protect Montana? |s APH S making promises to the state? Montana
coul d be enbargoed by other states.

Wayne Brewster-It is inportant to renmenber we are in the nmddle of a
public planni ng deci si on-maki ng process. Several things that have been
i ncluded are financial assistance of testing cattle and vaccinating
cattle. There will be both spatial and tenporal separation of bison
and cattle. It adequately protects Montana’s class free status.



Jeanne-Marie Souvigney - Is it the case that all federal agencies wll
continue in EIS process. Does this in any way affect inplenentation of
the existing interimplan or devel opment of future interimplans?

Wayne Brewster- all three agencies (Forest Service, APH S, and
Interior) will be joint [ead in devel oping and producing the final EIS.
The agreenent on the interimplan has been adjusted over the years. In
Novermber met with Montana and went over the procedures to inplenent
that in the field. Last week sent copy defining procedures with no
maj or changes.

Steve Torbitt- Wuld like to point out that APHI S woul d not be alone in
assisting cattle producers of Mntana. Inforned all 50 state
Veterinarians that the National WIldlife Federati on would seriously
eval uate any sanctions and assist. WII| also defend marketability of
cattle. WII put resources to the nmax to nmake sure that a solution
proceeds on this. Vaccination was nmentioned in new proposal. Is there
any details or conmtnent fromAPH S to insure all the cattle in a
conflict area are all vaccinated for brucell osis?

Wayne Brewster- In discussions with Montana nost producers in this area
al ready vaccinate. At this tine it is not a mandatory vaccination
Covernor offered to assess the voluntary conpliance for a year or so
and then require vaccination of cattle that use areas bison use.

Bob Hill man- Under what |egal authority can APH S dictate to a state
that that state cannot take adequate neasures to protect itself? There
is nothing in the Brucellosis rules, USDA rules, nor in the UMER that
woul d provide that authority.

Wayne Brewster-WII| outline that in final ElS.

Tom Thorne- This cane about due to an inmpasse. Can you tell us about
what that inpasse is or was?

Wayne Brewster- It is well detailed in letter that was sent out.

Bob Hi Il man- Since several nenbers are absent will nmake it avail able
for discussion again in the norning if there’s a need to.

Update on Fund for Aninmals vs Cark

Tom Thorne- This is the |lawsuit against the bison hunt in Jackson Hol e,
Woni ng, especially on the national elk refuge. Forest Service

precl uded bi son hunts on National Forest |and also. The state of
Woning with the support of the Wldlife Federati on appeal ed the

[ awsui t. Judge ruled that forest service could not close hunt. Forest
service rescinded and within a few days initiated a hunt for bison on
forestlands. Only 12 bison have been harvested. Two to four hunters
are drawn off a huge priority list at a time and have to go through an
orientation. They are restricted on where they can hunt and have a
[imted tine to hunt. Brucellosis sanples were collected. Hunting will
not control the popul ation increase.

Ll oyd Dorsey- The herd is at about 500 head. Calf crop will be 80-90
ani mal s. The herd objective for the Jackson Bison herd is 400 animals
over 5 years. Hope buffalo will get out on public | ands where they are



consi dered a gane animal so hunters can harvest. Hunting season not
over yet. Mght be nore opportunity.

Tom Thorne- Closure on forestlands is a winter range closure to protect
wintering wildlife. D d not want to rescind closure.

Ji m Logan- What was the sero-positivity rate on the bison tested?

Terry Kreeger- It has not been conpleted yet but they were all cultured
negati ve.

Update on Woning vs U.S.

Tom Thorne- It is over the vaccination of elk on the wildlife elk
refuge. Judge rul ed agai nst Womni ng on several accounts. Wonm ng
appeal ed a coupl e weeks ago on all counts. WII be lucky if hear
anyt hi ng any qui cker than 6 nonths. Judges may throw out or ask for a
heari ng.

JimLogan- It’'s inportant for people to realize it was the sane judge
in both cases.

Update on Tri-State Cattle Brucellosis

Ji m Logan- Last neeting nmentioned a Tri-state Brucellosis surveillance
coalition nmeeting held in Dubois in June, 1999. Had a foll ow up neeting
at USAHA, COctober, 1999. Anpng things on the agenda was to get APH S' s
advi ce on surveillance, what things were needed that the three states
weren’'t doing. This effort pertains to |livestock in Mntana, |daho, and
Woni ng. Discussed epi dem ol ogy, reinbursenent to producers, nunbers
of test eligible cattle vaccinated and tested, inports/exports. One
agenda itemwas to define exposure and adult vaccination. Prinmary

pur pose was to discuss brucellosis surveillance and prevention in tri-
state area pertaining to livestock. They are at risk of |oss of
marketability both interstate and internationally. Expense of

vacci nating and testing cattle was determ ned could be an average of
$10- 12/ per head. As to what constitutes exposure, the GYIBC uses the
definition for exposure of contact or potential contact with infected
el k or bison during the tinme those animals could transmit brucell osis.
Need to concentrate on preventive neasures. All three states fee
headway is being made. Nearly all if not all heifers in greater

Yel | owstone area in the three states are already cal fhood vacci nat ed.

Bob Hill man- One comment. Evan after di scussions people from ot her
states very strongly questioned what we were doi ng and were wondering
if they shouldn’t be testing our cattle anyway. Even though we are
doing all the things that are happeni ng, as GYIBC and each agency to
address the wildlife brucellosis problemand risks associated with it,
there is a very strong feeling anong the fol ks that are responsible for
di sease control in those states that their first obligation is to
protect their industries. It is a very strong statenent that we’ ve got
a big battle ahead of us to convince the other states that what we are
doi ng i s enough.

Ji m Logan- There are factors outside this room (nanely the other 47
state veterinarians) that can pull strings agai nst us based on
perception of the problem Requirenments will come from other states and
that is what we will have to deal with.



Bob Hillman- There is a GAO report to congressional requesters titled
“Wdlife Managenent, negotiations on a long term plan for nmanagi ng

Yel | owst one Bi son still ongoing”. It is available on the web. In part
it evaluates other alternatives. Sone may be interested init.

Wayne Brewster- A 30 second summary. The General Accounting office
was asked to do a review of the EI'S planni ng process and the econonic
anal ysis that was used in the preferred alternative. The GAO gave the
ElIS a C+. Have started gathering information for deficiencies in the
draft. No strong recommendations fromthe report.

Karen Kovacs— For the record, this report was at the request of severa
nmenbers of congress.

Bob Hill man- Any further itens of old business?

NEW BUSI NESS
Techni cal & Research Subcomittee Reports

Terry Kreeger- Report presented explaining what role of CVB was in
i censing comercial vaccines. Decided as a group, after sone
di scussion, that could not utilize services at this tine.

Based on the strategic plan there night be potential research funding
avai l able at sone time. Discussed whether to devel op a franework
regarding how to prioritize. Decided we are getting ahead of ourselves.
Ask Executive Conmittee if working group should be formed to develop a
framework to define how to seek proposals, prioritize research, have a
peer review systemin place, and how to all ocate the funding.

Bil| Daniels- The better prepared when funding received the better off
we will be. Very good approach. Support putting group together and
putting sone requirenents together for research priorities.

Rube Harrington- | agree. It is a good idea.

Wayne Brewster- |Is there current |anguage or expectations for funding
in the near future?

Bob Hi || man- $500, 000 went to Montana State for research. But none of
the rest of the funds that were allocated has research conponent. |
don’t know what the $500,000 was to be utilized for. The other we have.
None of it’'s allocated for research so it is outside what we are

di scussing at this point. Senator Craig wote into the record “The
Committee saw fit to allocate $610,000 for the continuation of

federal /state and private actions ainmed at elimnating Brucellosis from
wildlife in the Greater Yell owstone area”. To clarify how this noney is
to be allocated, $400,000 is for the states of |daho, Wom ng, and
Montana to participate in the GYIBC with the understanding that 50%
goes to the state that chairs the conmittee and 25% goes to each of the
other states. The renmining $210,000 is for the State of |daho, to
protect the states brucellosis free status and i npl enent the |daho
Wldlife brucellosis plan. Is it the intent of the Cormittee to use
these funds as | have described? M. Cochrane, the Chairman says yes.
That is the $610,000. |In addition to that $750,000 that was to go to
Montana for a quarantine facility and for bison brucellosis activities,
$500, 000 to go to Montana State for sone formof brucellosis research



I do not know what that is. W have three nmenbers m ssing, before we
vote on that item| would |ike to postpone until in the norning. It

woul d be wi se to have sone nmechanismin place to prioritize research

have sone review process and prioritize budget itens.

Bill Daniels & Rube Harrington agreed.

Pat Fl owers- How much work will it be to put this together? How nuch
time and how many people will be invol ved?
Terry Kreeger- Four people will be involved. No idea how nmany hours.

Hope to have a draft franmework by next neeting.

Pat Flowers - How inmminent is the funding? Hate to spend tinme unless we
feel pretty certain that we will get this funded.

Bob Hill man- The intent of the strategic planning process was to try
and have the plan and budget conplete to subnmit by the first of the
year. COctober, next year would be the earliest that nonies would be
avai | abl e.

Rube Harrington- If you have sonething to present you re not going to
get any dollars.

Pat Flowers — You woul d see this process as being part of the proposa
presented to congress?

Lon Kuck —I fully support the concept. |I'm concerned about research and
di vvyi ng up noney for their own research

Wayne Brewster- It would be an i ndependent peer review

Tom Roffe- There is a little m scomunication here. W have sub-
conmittees that are | ooking at each of the segnents of research, wll
be tal ki ng about what has and will be done, future research needs and
prioritize research. What Terry is talking about is an interna
nmechani smfor handling research dollars that come to the GYIBC. What
type of review process, how do we award dollars, etc. It is not a

sl am dunk. Should tinme be spent now? Could be a year and a half from
Now.

Tom Thorne- Should start on this. Not a high priority but nove forward.
It will be easier to sell to congress if we can denonstrate we do have
a nmechani sm by which you would all ocate that research part of the
package and denonstrate your progressing towards having it by next
October. It would be worthwhile.

Wayne Brewster- It’'s a legitinate question. As far as the strategic
pl an and budget request it’s a nore realistic expectation that you
woul d have consideration in the 2002 budget. Unl ess everyone takes

| essons fromDr. Hillman on how to fair quite well apparently in the
budget process. The things that are going to be difficult is how do
you noderate the feeding frenzy when fundi ng becormes avail able. Have
been working for sone tinme to identify research needs and sone sort of
sorting on priorities. Do you request proposals? This is the process
that will have to be struggled through. Not just on research but the
whol e fundi ng package, if it cones.



Bob Hillman- Is this sonething we need to vote on or just ask the
Techni cal Subcommittee to go ahead and begi n devel opment of a process
as described to report at the next neeting.

Wayne Brewster- W start that process but let’s not fast track it and
bunp other things out until we get a little clearer picture of the
direction.

Ji m Logan- How specific do we need to be for the purposes of subnitting
a budget as to where funds would be allocated or can it be done in
generalities?

Bob Hill man-We don’t want to change the format we have in the proposed

strategic plan. This is how much research we need or nmoney we need and
it is going to be for these listed items without prioritizing. If we go
beyond that we are probably prenmature.

Bill Daniels- At some point we need to establish when we m ght be
| ooking at a draft. W will be needing neetings to review and nake
deci si ons on procedures and process.

Terry Kreeger- My working group consists of nyself, Rolfe, Plum &

O son. Another itemwe had was a small talk on research update on

bi son calving patterns in Yell owstone National Park. Mst calving
occurs in May. At the |last nmeeting we answered one of the research
action itens in the GYIBC strategic plan that says prepare sumaries of
past, current and needed research or projects along with known
estimated tine Iines. Have formed seven working groups. Sone are

al nost conpl ete, sonme have barely begun. By next meeting will have
final drafts of research sunmaries. It is pretty interesting how nuch
research has occurred and how nmuch is ongoing. This will help in

research priority process.
| NFORVATI ON & EDUCATI ON SUBCOWM TTEE REPORTS

Tom Thorne- We only had 4 official nenbers there. Encourage agencies
to appoi nt sonmebody and have them be active. W tal ked about the GYIBC
vi deo, newsletter, news clips, the information action plan and web
site.

The GYIBC video was started many years ago. It was agreed that it was
wort h doing. The script was devel oped by Di ane and reviewed by the
Executive Committee over a long period of tine. W presented it at the
| ast neeting. Many people had heartburn with one part of it or
another. A small working group of |I&E and Technical Conmittee nenbers
proposed some changes, which will be incorporated into the video if
possi ble. WII hopefully be presented as a final project at next
nmeeting. The section of bison being shot at the beginning is going to
be deleted. WII solve 90% of the problens people had with the video.
W1l change some of the controversial type verbiage. Proposed a change
pertaining to bison being shot. WII| change to say they were renoved.
W11l take changes back to see if verbiage will fit video as it. The
only exception being the renoval in the beginning section where bison
are being shot.



The newsl etter has been put together. The final product | ooks

prof essi onal and presents nessage we are trying to do. Keeping broad
in spectrum Kinkos printed it for us. Game & fish would buy them and
sell themto each agency at cost for distribution to each agenci es own
mailing list. Had 2,000 printed this tinme. The cost is still not known
but will be about $1.25 (includes printing, folding, and tabbing for
mailing). Can save cost using less quality but not recomended at this
time. Please contact Becky to get what you have requested to save on
post age.

Wayne Brewster- A suggestion on the return address. Consider putting
Chai rman, GYIBC, after Bob Hill mans nane.

Bob H Il man- WII Becky send an invoice?

Tom Thorne- Yes, it has been set up so an invoice will be sent.

Rube Harrington- The group put out a very good newsletter

Tom Thorne- For the next issue would |ike to devote to agency
perspectives as to why they participate in the GYIBC and round off with

a research topic. Sone thought it would not be appropriate. Wuld |ike
sone direction fromexecutive comittee.

Bill Daniels- It is and excellent idea as a followto the initial
printing. Explain why agencies get involved and have an interest in
this issue without getting controversial. It is inportant for the

public to know.

JimLogan- It’'s and essential thing that people that read these
under st and why each agency has a stake in it.

Wayne Brewster- | would propose that we think carefully on that as to
what the purpose of what the newsletter is. It was to be an

i nformati on newsl etter and close to a purpose but have a disclai ner
that it would be presenting factual information. Wuld propose that
just put out information and allow people draw their own concl usions.
Not to group by presumed point of view. Have each nenber agency
describe what their role, responsibilities and goals would be. It is
i mportant that GYIBC be an information source to the public. May want
to put nanes in a hat and draw the order people will wite the articles
and describe their agencies roles and responsibilities rather than
posi tional statenments.

Tom Thorne- Wbul d have to spread over several issues and mx in one or
two technical articles on research or sonething else to provide
diversity.

Rube Harrington- Maybe we need to think about it nore. It is a good
idea. But the inportant thing is GYIBC not tal k about oursel ves.

Bill Daniels- W should do by agency. People would be interested in
readi ng why each agency is involved and what our interest is here.
Shoul d be put out as public infornmation and soon so they know what our
interests are.



Tom Thorne- It may take up to three issues to do that. It keeps
everyone committed.

Pat Flowers - |s the purpose to educate the public? If | were the
public I would be nore interested in the status of the issue and the
progress bei ng made rather than why agencies are invol ved.

Wayne Brewster- As an exanple if we do this. Suggest a lottery or do

al phabetical and put a couple out in each issue but bulk of the content
of the newsletter be saying what we are acconplishing. The Parks woul d
be very short section on what our role is and woul d dedicate nore to
what we are doing rather than why we are here.

Tom Thorne-That is what | had in mnd. At least half or two-thirds of

the i ssue devoted to what we are doing such as research report and the
other third agency articles. Wuld try to get a bal ance between state

and f ederal

JimLogan-Wuld like to look at this fromthe perspective of the public
that probably really is a bit confused on this. For instance, may ask
why are |ivestock people or the BLM concerned about what goes on in the
park. It is real inportant for the public to know why we are invol ved
and what progress we have nade.

Bill Daniels- It is an inportant purpose in putting out sonething |ike
this that we tal k about successes and what has been acconplished. To
set stage, need to know why the various agencies are involved. Long
term enphases what are we acconpli shing?

M ke Philo- It presents to the readers the different sets of goals by
t he stakehol ders. They can see where the conflicts are and why the
conmmi ttee was formed.

Wayne Brewster- In reviewing this issue there are 6 articles. Al of
t hem say why everyone is working on it. The purpose is covered in al
of these articles. Can't agree that there are exclusive goals and
mssions. It is a conmon goal

Tom Rof fe- There are differences in our perspectives, goals and
m ssions. People don’t understand why it is so slow

Tom Thorne- If menbers of the public are interested | et nearest agency
know so they can get on the mailing list. Qher topics identified were
status of Yell owstone bison park popul ation, Yellowstone bison study,
serology in non- feedgound elk in GYA, current Wom ng el k vacci ne
research, Woni ng habitat enhancenent projects, and |daho el k
brucellosis situation. I will make some assignnents. Still have tinme
bef ore next addition.

Bob Hill man- Just a recap of where discussion went. Rather than agency
per spectives, nore agency roles and responsibilities. | would prefer
sonehow a bal ance of two agencies perhaps two articles in each one and
enphases on other types of articles. |Is that the consensus of the
group?

Tom Thorne- If that is okay we will nove ahead with that. Did not
receive very many news clips. Encourage everyone to send newswort hy
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articles that should be included. M ssing national stuff. To make it
work need to send things to include. In the future it will have GYIBC
| etterhead.

Information action plan was developed in May 1997. It is a very
anbitious project. Many of the things identified that needed to be done
are bei ng done. Under goal a, objectives 8 and 11 coul d be addressed
easily. Need informational paper on brucellosis as a zoonotic di sease
for a hunter education group. Can use material already published and
put into a brochure. Can be used for other purposes besides hunter
education al so. Make the newsletter available to state and regi ona
publications. Ofer to provide material and ask to publish in their
newspapers w t hout nmeki ng any changes. Have asked nenbers of
subcomittees to provide nanes of editors of publications who night be
willing to do that.

Bill Daniels- Larry Dove hel ped to rework our format for web pages that
we have which will see today.

Tom Bi | | s- The hone page currently has a menu and table of contents of
what the site has to offer. It has a flash page which grabs attention
qui ckly wi thout having to scroll much. Used sinple nmenus.

Larry Dove- A website is where people can |look for information. To get
peopl e interested needs to be brief, eye catching, and have |inks.
Conpeting with other web sights. Gaphics draw attention. Tried to
keep the same but updated.

TomBills — Do we want to change the home page to a one screen? Keep
it sinple and have goals, nission and objectives as a link. Use
jazzier titles and a prettier front page.

Tom Thorne-Tom Bills will take over from Larry Dove as his replacenent.
See an opportunity to jazz up. Should goals, mssion and objectives be
on first page or later?

Larry Dove- Could state on first page but put as a later |ink

Bob Hillman — Wth jazzing up can still maintain site?

Tom Bi | | s- Managenent woul d not a probl em

Bob Hill man — Consensus | heard is to go ahead and have it done and
bring back next tine.

Wayne Brewster- Can put newsletter on web so people can downl oad and
print.

PUBLI C COMMVENTS

Steve Torbitt- In the process of gaining general tax revenues to
operate GYIBC it nakes it nore public. May have anot her statenent
tonorrow on EI'S. Disappointed but not surprised.

Ll oyd Dorsey - Wuld Iike commttee to know that Wonmng Wldlife
Federati on worked hard to get the buffalo hunt reinstated. Hope
conmittee realizes that hunting big gane animals is an inportant piece
of the puzzle in solving the brucellosis controversy throughout the
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region. Hope that buffal o managenent in Woni ng nay serve as a node
for managenent of other herds in the future. Wuld Iike to get hunting
back on other suitable |ands also. Twelve buffal o were harvested out of
ei ght een people that had buffalo |icenses. They were called four at a
time, some were resident, some were not. It was a lottery priority
list. If a resident you paid $275 to hunt for 6 days. Non- resident
paid $1,688. Not many people declined. The licenses are very sought
after. Not a once in a lifetine opportunity in Womng. Al felt it
was a nmagni ficent experience.

Bob Hillman — Next neeting will be in Jackson the week of May 8'". Plan
on sanme schedul e as this neeting.

REPORT ON Bl SON MANAGEMENT PLAN

Dan Huff- Fish & Wldlife Service and Parks Service so far are in early
stages of managenent plan for bison and elk in the Jackson area. The
study area will include the range of herd units that use the feed
grounds. WII be | ooking at both bison and elk and all the issues that
are directly affected by bison and el k managerment. Looking to start
that project sonetine this winter and conti nue for about three years
based on the revised task directive presented to Assistant Secretary
Barry back in June. Fundi ng has been secured based on nunbers in task
directive. Looking at a very extensive public involvenent. It is to be
done under a plan that is under devel opment right now and will require
an MOU with all agencies involved. It will include sone sort of process
for conflict resolution all along the way and sone directions that wll
hel p bring consensus together. The next neeting of the people involved
right now woul d be a planning neeting the week of 17'" of January in
Jackson. Hope to get close to our final revised task directive.

Ll oyd Dorsey- How did it get the title elk and bi son managenent plan?
Expl ain transition.

Dan Huff- The ideas suggested today are not final. They are under
negotiation. The way it got formul ated was one; we had Jackson Bison

| ong-t erm nanagenent plan and EA. O course we got sued over it. The
judge ruled that the feds could not destroy any bison under that plan
until additional nepa was done. Conbined that need and the need for an
el k managenent plan for the national elk refuge updating the plans that
were already in effect and the need for overall conprehensive
conservation plan for the refuge and put those needs together into one
project that will take care of both of those. It will not |ook just at
t he feedi ng program but | ook at el k managenent in general

Ll oyd Dorsey- Seens like this is a noving target. Mentioned three state
feed grounds. Hope that the State of Woning and the Woni ng Gane &
Fish Dept will be intrugal players in this.

Dan Huff- | will make it clear Woning has a big role in this plan and
has included them John Baughman is very supportive with the project.

Steve Torbitt- Wat is the involvenent relationship of the forest
service?

Dan Huff- | don’t knowif it will be a cooperator or joint lead. Not

confirmed from forest supervisor or the regional forestry yet. They
wi Il dedicate staff and be represented.
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Steve Torbitt- Wat is the goal ?

Dan Huff- Goal is to have a managenent plan that is inplenentable and
agreeable by the state and federal agencies.

Steve Torbitt- Wuld encourage that public involvenment at every stage
is critical. Don't let it drag on and on

Ski p Ladd- This whole period of time for the next 10 nonths will be
i mportant in bringing out the issues and defining the geographic area
and what the ultinmate goal should be.

OPEN DI SCUSSI ON ON THE NOTI CE OF W THDRAWAL
Arnol d Gertonson- Read letter from State of Mntana about
di sappoi nt ment about the wi thdrawal .

Ski p Ladd- | apol ogize for not being here yesterday when that was

di scussed. The decision did not come easy. It was discussed at great

| ength anong several different federal agencies including the Dept of
Justice. What appeared to the Dept of Interior and Agriculture was that
we were at an inpasse so in order to nove forward with the process the
deci sion was made to withdraw. Invite the state or anyone el se who has
a way or approach to solve those remaining technical issues, will be
nore than glad to discuss those. It’s not a total disengagenment from
the MOU or the process. It’s been a tuff issue to deal with. Being new
with the park service | had to say | amdi sappointed that it got to
this point but felt there needed to be sone action to allow us to nove
f orwar d.

JimLogan- | read through the letter and tried to be objective. [|I'm

| ooki ng through Iivestock tainted eyes. | have a concern that other
state veterinarians are going to not be inpressed with the di sease
control that this offers. | also have concerns that APH S woul d sign
of f on sonething like this after 50 years of a programthat al nbst has
brucel l osis wi ped out. The disease control issue really sticks out.

" mconcerned APH S has signed off on this and the peopl e who signed
off on it may not be famliar with the brucellosis program |In severa
places it says we are comrmitted to this and this and this but are
concerned about the conmtnment to disease control. The vaccination
programwi || be fine but by itself won't get the job done. Letting
untested animals out of park is going to be a big red flag to other
state veterinarians. It will fuel the fires of perception. Fromthe
livestock standpoint Montana is being pushed into a corner

Dan Huff- Did anybody provide a synopsis of what the breaking point
was, what the issues were that could not be resol ved?

Bob Hill man — Wayne did that.

Wayne Brewster- It is detailed in the letter. | would encourage anybody
to read the proposal and not just the letter. It is a process question

The settl enent agreenent has a continuing jurisdiction provision. It is
a procedural step. WII be asking the court to dismss the suit but

t he pl anni ng process goes on. There is considerabl e di sease nmanagenent

in the proposal. There is extreme risk managenent procedures in the

pr oposal
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Dan Huff- On comment about untested bison roanming around | have to
poi nt out we have 120, 000 untested el k roaning around in Woni ng

Bob Hillman- | did read the proposal last night. |I am di sappoi nted and
di scouraged. It puts a |large share of the workload and responsibilities
on Montana. Even though there is a statement that there is a conmtnent
to disease control in the park, it’s not witten into that draft.

Vacci nation is not nmuch of a commtment for disease control. Need to
whol e herd vacci nate. You can do that under adapted managenent. Is

t hat what we expect when you cone to |daho?

Steve Torbitt- The National WIldlife Federation is disappointed al so.
Need a unified decision on jurisdictions across the park. Have asked
for conments from Governors office. Mntana wants to continue to
operate under the interimplan. | was not shocked yesterday. These are
wild aninmals that belong to the public. This is not a dairy or beef
herd. You have to factor those things in. Does disease eradication
programapply to wildlife? Everyone wants a cooperative sol ution

Arnold Gertonson- Do not want CWD to be able to transmt fromw ldlife
to donestic |ivestock.

Steve Torbitt- We are opposed to gane farnms. Tal king species to species
and there has not been a docunented case of wild buffalo giving any
ki nd of brucellosis to the cattle.

Bob Hillman- | would Iike to remind you that there have been ot her
public bison herds in which brucellosis has been eradicated.

Rob Hendry — I’m here to speak for the agriculture industry. None of
us knew that anything like this was com ng down. The whol e burden is
put on the livestock industry. It says that in the event a cattle herd
were to contract brucellosis the agency woul d foll ow established APH S
procedure so that Montana's class free status is not jeopardized.
That’'s call depopul ation. Yet we have a bison herd in this country and
possi ble an el k herd with no managenment. The plan does tal k about

vacci nation and procedures, but the key word is until we have a safe
data and once a renpte delivery mechanismis available, these are stal
tactics. It looks like their telling Montana to take their toys and go
home. Trouble is we are hone. The issue is a disease that affects
wildlife in this country. | amreal disappointed that the groups can't
work together to reach a solution.

DI SCUSSI ON OF DRAFT STRATEGQ C PLAN & BUDGET
Di scussions and nodificati ons were made to the draft strategic plan and
budget. A final plan was approved.

REVI EW DRAFT COVER LETTER
Di scussions and nodifications were made to the cover letter being sent
to the governors and secretaries. The final version was agreed upon

Bob Hill man- What other distribution should there be and how shoul d we
do it? It needs to go to the congressional del egations.

Dan Huff- Each of the states can do their congressional delegation
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Bob Hill man-Do we want to post it on the GYI BC web page?

Larry Dove- Mght want to give a week for CGovernors to see and then
post it since it is a freedomof information once it is signed.

Bob Hillman — |I's everyone confortable with that?
Al'l agreed.
Bill Daniels- For your information BLMis working toward a new resource

managenent plan for sonme 2,000 acres and about 10 different parcels
al ong the Snake River to the south of Jackson over the next year. There

will be sonme public issues that will crop up. W have at |east one
feed ground involved that is adm nistered by the Game & Fish
Department. There will be some interaction that will need to occur

bet ween the agencies. This is just for your information

PUBLI C COMMVENTS

Rob Hendry- W' re a little off the issue of the Federal agencies

pul ling out of MOU but there are a couple of things that | would I|ike
to convey. In the letter to Governor Roscoe | thing a | ot were brought
up that you were tal king about unresolved issues. It brings up son

ot her unresol ved issues. Gizzly bears was brought up and the

i nportance of having a big bison herd to feed grizzly bears. It is an
endangered species that is an unresol veabl e issue. Woning just went

t hrough some really stringent testing requirenents because of other
states tal ked about sanctions agai nst Womni ng cattle. Were was APH S
when Wonmi ng was goi ng through that? One of the things that will never
be resolved is the fact that it nmentions that bison would have vagi na
radio telenetry. That is putting bison through a chute and worki ng
themlike cattle. In calls from Governors office this norning he is
very concerned and that office is very concerned, they are tired of
regul ati on by bureaucrats in Washington and by this adm nistration. In
their eyes, by these actions, we are no | onger speaking with one voi ce.
It is the cavalier disregard of the states authority and jurisdiction
over these issues and other issues. The renpoval of the states authority
to resolve these issues by the unilateral action of w thdrawi ng from
the MOU with Montana you have basically enptied the tool box to resolve
t hese issues, and we have quit using sound science and started using
political science. The CGovernors office is very concerned about the
far-reaching inplications to the Jackson Hol e el k and bison EI'S. They
asked to convey that and their concern as well as the livestock

i ndustry in Wom ng. Jackson is going to be the sane pattern as

Yel | owst one.

Meet i ng adj our ned.
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